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A rectangular marble slab carved with the Latin inscription ‘QVIRINIAE C(retr.) L / FELICLAE / OLLAM
DAT / C VALERIVS PYLODAMVS’, which translates as ‘Gaius Valerius Pylodamus gave the burial urn

to the freedwoman Quirinia Felicia’. This is a tablet to the memory of Quirinia Felicia, who had been
born a slave and later freed by her owner.  

The vast majority of surviving Roman inscriptions date from the imperial period – between the reign of
the first emperor Augustus (27 B.C. – 14 A.D.) until the third century A.D.. Although it is impossible to
estimate the number of surviving Roman inscriptions, it must run into the hundreds of thousands, with

archaeologists continuing to uncover more. Epigraphic material such as this provides information about
many different aspects of the Roman world, including political, social, and economic features of
people’s daily lives. Funerary monuments make up the largest group of Roman inscriptions. The

specific details recorded about the deceased, often including their age, occupation, and life history,
provides key insight into Roman society.
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