
Attic Black-Figure Amphora
C. 530-529 B.C.

Ceramic

H: 45cm
 

Fine Attic black-figure vase with a small foot, narrow neck and tight handles depicting: on one side, the
fourth labour of Hercules, the capture of the wild Boar of Mount Erymanthus, showing the hero delivering

the defeated boar to Eurystheus, king of Tiryns, who cowers in a half-buried jar. Athena stands to his
left, and Hermes to his right. On the opposing side,  two female figures, possibly goddesses (Beazley

suggests possibly Demeter and Persephone), are drawn seated in a chariot pulled by two winged
horses. A woman honours them with a raised wreath and a youth walks ahead of the horses. Around the

neck of the vase is a band of palmettes.  

In black-figure vase painting, figural and ornamental motifs were applied with a slip that turned black
during firing, while the background was left the colour of the clay – here there must have been a problem
with the heat of the kiln and the resulting carbonisation of the applied slip, as the motifs are still a pale
red, giving the whole vase a rather beautiful and ethereal overall effect.  J. D. Beazley (1971) attributes

this to a painter of the Princeton Group.
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