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Sasanian Royal Portrait Bust
Sasanian, Ancient Iran

5th - 6th Century A.D.
Bronze

H: 33.6cm

This well-preserved Sasanian royal portrait bust depicts the king emerging from a corolla of stylized
leaves. Diagonally over his broad shoulders he wears a chest halter, the two straps merging below in a
central ring. He is bejewelled in a double-strand beaded necklace with two central drop-shaped
pendants and earrings with drop-shaped pendants. His head is symmetrically framed by clusters of
curls falling on to his shoulders. He has a wavy moustache and full smooth beard, the lower end of which
is cinched at the chin by a ring or ribbon. He has a flat nose, large convex lidded eyes, and a summarily
rendered mouth. The elaborate crown consists of a band at the forehead with some recessed areas
along its length, the ties falling along his back. Above, at the front, are two superimposed crescents, the
smaller one at the bottom. This was once surmounted by a now-missing ovoid, ribbed orb. At each side
are stepped crenulations, once supporting now-missing wings.
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