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A 154-million-year-old Late Jurassic predator previously with David Aaron, nicknamed 'Juliasaurus', is on display for the first
time at the Hollytrees Museum in Colchester, Essex. 

One of the most important North American dinosaur fossil discoveries in recent years, the specimen was acquired by a private
collector from David Aaron in 2024, and the gallery has facilitated the loan to Hollytrees Museum.  

‘Juliasaurus’ was a medium-sized carnivorous theropodthat lived in North America during the Late Jurassic period and
measures an impressive six metres in length. Bone fusion indicates that the specimen represents a fully grown adult, rather
than a juvenile dinosaur.  

While not an apex predator, it would nonetheless have been a formidable hunter, likely preying on smaller herbivores and
scavenging when necessary.

 

https://colchester.cimuseums.org.uk/cmdf/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20775959401&gclid=CjwKCAjwnN3OBhA8EiwAfpTYeuALq1UZZEzagEDNG0b7EUdcwEO-PSSvtlZANFL1UHUqK_aqf3GBHBoCoocQAvD_BwE


‘Juliasaurus’, Late Jurassic Period (154-142 million years ago). Image courtesy David Aaron gallery   

Unearthing ‘Juliasaurus’  

 

‘Juliasaurus’ was discovered in Wyoming, USA, in 2020 within the world-famous Morrison Formation, from which some of
the most important North American dinosaur discoveries in history have been unearthed.  

 

The fossil was initially identified as a Marshosaurus. During the 1960s, over 14,000 fossilised bones were excavated at the
Cleveland-Lloyd Quarry in Utah. Many of these bones belonged to Allosaurus specimens, but there were also parts from at
least two undiscovered unidentified theropods. In 1976, one of these theropods was
named Marshosaurus bicentesim, - in honour of the nineteenth-century palaeontologist Professor Othniel Charles Marsh.   

 

However, further palaeontological analysis of the specimen has determined that the anatomy of ‘Juliasaurus’, while similar
to Marshosaurus and Allosaurus, differs enough to require further research in order to confirm the species.  

 

Excavation of ‘Juliasaurus’ in Wyoming

Opportunity for discovery  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morrison_Formation


 

The loan to Hollytrees Museum will coincide with the first opportunity to conduct research on the fossil, led by Dr Simon
Jackson BSc (Hons) MSc, MA, PhD, AMA, FGS, Collections and Learning Curator (Natural Sciences), Colchester + Ipswich
Museums.  

 

Exceptionally well preserved, ‘Juliasaurus’ offers significant research potential. The cranium of the fossil’s skull preserves the
void cavity where the brain was located and presents in good condition, providing the exact negative shape that the brain
occupied, and could be of great scientific value during the research process. 

 

Research into the fossil could determine if ‘Juliasaurus’ is a new species or new genus of an existing species, as well
as possibly providing fresh insights into the evolution of carnivorous dinosaurs. 

 

'Juliasaurus' at Hollytrees Museum. Image David Owens courtesy David Aaron gallery 

‘Juliasaurus’ on show for the first time  

 

Following its sale in 2024, the fossil’s owner expressed a desire to see ‘Juliasaurus’ made accessible to the public and studied
in detail. Hollytrees Museum was selected as the ideal venue for its global debut. The display marks the first time a real
dinosaur fossil has been exhibited in Colchester, offering the local community an opportunity to experience a 154-million-year-
old marvel of natural history in their hometown. 

Prior to installation, the fossil was expertly conserved and mounted in France, and a bespoke metal armature was fabricated to
discreetly present the fossil.  

‘Juliasaurus’ now forms part of Discover: Museum Wonders, a thematic exhibition exploring highlights from Colchester +
Ipswich Museums’ collection of curiosities. The exhibition will reveal what the Essex area may have looked like in the Late
Jurassic period when ‘Juliasaurus’ roamed the Earth and will present other fossils from the local area, reflecting the unique
natural history of Essex.  

https://colchester.cimuseums.org.uk/
https://colchester.cimuseums.org.uk/discover/


The exhibition also features rotating displays drawn from Colchester’s rich heritage, with new objects introduced every six
months to entice visitors to return again. 

‘Juliasaurus’ is now on display at Hollytrees Museum until November 2027. Tickets are limited daily, visit
the Hollytrees Museum website to find out more: colchester.cimuseums.org.uk/discover/ 

 

'Juliasaurus' at Hollytrees Museum. Image David Owens courtesy David Aaron gallery 

http://colchester.cimuseums.org.uk/discover/
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